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ACA/ Marketplace Updates  

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Offers New Health 

Coverage Enrollment Option for Small Business      

The  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced a plan to change t he 

way that small businesses enroll in insurance coverage through the Federal exchanges, 

offering employers the help they need to find affordable insurance for their employees.  

The Federally -Facilitated Small Business Health Options Program (FF -SHOP) prog ram was 

mandated under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), but failed to sign -up significant 

numbers of small employers. Out of the nearly 30 million small businesses in the country, 

less than 8,000, just .1 percent of small businesses currently participate in the FF-SHOPs in 33 

states, which cover less than 40,000 individuals nationwide. SHOP programs are now 

defunct and do not provide needed insurance coverage for small businesses.  

òOur goal is to reduce ACA burdens on consumers and small businesses and make it 

easier for them to purchase coverage,ó said CMS Administrator Seema Verma. òThe ACA 

has failed to provide affordable insurance to small business and to the American people. 

This new direction will help employers find affordable healthcare coverage for th eir 

employees and make the SHOP exchanges function more effectively.ó 

As part of the changes CMS intends to propose, employers would still obtain a 

determination of SHOP eligibility through HealthCare.gov. The move would reduce the 

federal governmentõs role in healthcare coverage decisions and make it easier for issuers 

to use their own enrollment systems for SHOP plans. Online enrollment would be removed 

from HealthCare.gov and small employers would access coverage through an agent or 

broker, or an issuer of their choice, for plan years beginning on or after January 1, 2018.  

The FF-SHOPs exist in states where the SHOP program is operated by the federal 

government.   Small businesses with SHOP coverage that took effect in 2017 would be able 

to continue using  HealthCare.gov for enrollment and premium payment until their current 

plan year ends.   Some employers that purchase SHOP coverage are also able to access 

the Small Business Health Care Tax Credit. This option will still be available to small 

employers who  purchase coverage under the new enrollment approach.  

Under the intended approach, state -based SHOPs not using HealthCare.gov could 

continue to operate as they have previously.  

For more information please click 

here:  https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations -and -

Guidance/Downloads/The -Future-of -the -SHOP-CMS-Intends -to -Allow -Small-Businesses-in-

SHOPs-Using-HealthCaregov -More -Flexibility-when -Enrolling-in-Healthcare -Coverage.pdf   

###  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTE1LjczMzY1MTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxNS43MzM2NTE2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYyMDAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations-and-Guidance/Downloads/The-Future-of-the-SHOP-CMS-Intends-to-Allow-Small-Businesses-in-SHOPs-Using-HealthCaregov-More-Flexibility-when-Enrolling-in-Healthcare-Coverage.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTE1LjczMzY1MTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxNS43MzM2NTE2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYyMDAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations-and-Guidance/Downloads/The-Future-of-the-SHOP-CMS-Intends-to-Allow-Small-Businesses-in-SHOPs-Using-HealthCaregov-More-Flexibility-when-Enrolling-in-Healthcare-Coverage.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTE1LjczMzY1MTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxNS43MzM2NTE2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYyMDAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations-and-Guidance/Downloads/The-Future-of-the-SHOP-CMS-Intends-to-Allow-Small-Businesses-in-SHOPs-Using-HealthCaregov-More-Flexibility-when-Enrolling-in-Healthcare-Coverage.pdf
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2017 CMS Assister Summi t: Understanding the Evolving Marketplace  
Registration is now open for the 2017 CMS Assister Summit!  

CMS will host a two -day Marketplace assisters training in Baltimore Maryland and via 

webcast on June 28 & 29, 2017. This interactive event will include in -depth assister training 

and education on a variety of topics that support Marketplace program integrity and 

stability.  

All assisters are invited to attend via webcast. Assister organizations attending via webcast 

are encouraged to host watch parties durin g the two -day event.  

Join us for Two Days of Marketplace Assister Training : 

June 28, 2017 (12PM - 5PM EDT) 

Day 1 will focus on The Future Role of Assisters  

June 29, 2017 (9AM - 5PM EDT) 

Day 2 will focus on Optimizing Consumer Experience  

Webcast Registration: Click here  to register to attend the 2017 CMS Assister Summit via 

webcast. Participants who registe r in advance will receive a confirmation email with 

additional event details.  

Due to building capacity, a limited number of FFM assisters are invited to attend in -person. 

Please check with your organizationõs Assister Program Management for information 

reg arding in -person attendance.  

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTE4LjczNTM5NTcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxOC43MzUzOTU3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTY3MTE1JmVtYWlsaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bG9yZWxlaS5zY2hpZWZlcmRlY2tlckBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://webinarcqpub1.cms.hhs.gov/content/connect/c1/7/en/events/event/shared/38937430/event_registration.html?sco-id=102534376
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